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March  31,  1939 


Franco  3  Bixmghton 

2?2  35.  Boston  Post  Road 

Miraaroreclc,  N,  Y» 

Dear  Madam: 

ThcrA  yov  Wgf  KWh  fctf  '  fferlng  to 

dispo»     t  1  •  Llaepln    ..  ion  ae 

vg  eye  not  pa*ti<ml«rlj  loUertsted  lu  curios 
Mfe  frtinfllM  ojrael.         Jtly  to  Tiooka  and 
pamplileti,  we  would  .aot  core  to  acquire  the 
item  which  you  offer. 

TJiaak  you  very  much,  hMVtWFj  for 
calling  It  to  oar  tttentldu 

7ery  truly  yours, 


LAW:  BE  Director 
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Gaines,  Harden  E. 


Topekan's  Cane  Carved  From 
Lincoln's  Ax  Handle  Timber 


Lincoln's  birthday  anniversary 
has  more  than  ordinary  interest 
for  Harden  E.  Gaines,  a  resident 
of  North  Topeka  for  the  past 
fifty-five  years.  Mr.  Gaines  was 
born  in  1856  at  Gentryville,  Ind., 
where  the  Lincoln  family  settled 
after  leaving  Kentucky,  and  re- 
members many  interesting  bits  of 
Lincoln  lore. 

His  paternal  grandmother, 
Nancy  Hubbard  Gaines,  was  a 
cousin  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln, 
mother  of  the  famous  president. 
She  was  born  in  Virginia,  but  the 
family  moved  into  Kentucky,  then 
to  Indiana  where  they  lived  near 
Gentryville. 

Gaines,  who  now  is  eighty-four 
years  old,  was  a  small  boy  when 
his  parents  moved  into  the  Lin- 
coln home  at  Gentryville,  when 
the  Lincolns  went  to  Illinois  to 
live.  He  played  around  the  grave 
of  Nancy  Hanks  and  remembers 
well  attending  the  funeral  of 
Sarah  Grigsby  Lincoln,  a  sister  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

There  are  many  canes  in  exist- 


ence made  from  fence  rails  the 
martyred  President  split  during 
his  early  years.  But  Mr.  Gaines 
has  a  still  more  personal  relic.  It 
is  a  cane  made  by  his  father  from 
a  choice  piece  of  hickory  he  and 
Abraham  Lincoln  selected  together 
for  making  an  ax  handle. 

After  the  Civil  War  President's 
tragic  death,  Mr.  Gaines's  father 
carved  a  cane  from  the  handle  and 
when  the  father  died  about  thirty 
years  ago,  the  Topekan  became 
proud  possessor  of  the  Lincoln 
relic.  Mr.  Gaines  says  that  people 
came  from  far  and  near  looking 
for  fence  rails  and  other  relics, 
from  which  they  made  canes  and 
other  articles.  The  old  stake-and- 
rider  fence  surrounding  the  Lin- 
coln property  in  Indiana  and  also 
in  Illinois  didn't  last  long. 

Gaines  was  but  nine  years  old  at 
the  time  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
death,  but  he  has  a  vivid  memory 
of  events  in  connection  with  Gen- 
tryville and  President  Lincoln.  He 
lives  at  1313  West  Laurent  in 
North  Topeka. 
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January  12,  1973 


Mr.  Bert  Sheldon 
3315  Wisconsin  Avenue 
Washington,  D.C.  20000 

Dear  Mr.  Sheldon: 

Of  course  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  exactly  what  was  meant  by 
Lincoln's  home  county.     It  could  have  been  where  he  had  previously 
lived  in  Kentucky,  Indiana  or  Illinois.    There  is  simply  no  record 
of  Ira  Haworth  in  Sangamon  County,  Illinois.    We  have  indexed  Sangamon 
County  up  through  1860.    His  name  does  not  appear  in  these  federal  or 
state  census  records.    Nor  is  his  name  listed  for  other  counties  in 
the  state  of  Illinois. 

In  this  case  the  statements  do  not  seem  to  be  in  character  with  Abraham 
Lincoln.     It  would  be  a  rare  instance  when  Lincoln  gave  any  personal 
item  to  another  man.     In  1860  he  certainly  had  little  time  to  whittle 
a  cane  and  present  it  to  anybody.    However,  in  1860  many  of  the  fence 
rails  from  Macon  County  where  he  had  cut  walnut  and  split  rails  to  fence 
his  father's  first  Illinois  farm  were  sold  to  collectors  for  fancy  prices. 
Some  were  carried  in  Republican  parades  while  others  were  cut  up  into 
canes  and  other  items.     I  checked  the  list  of  those  persons  buying  »t«nd* 
but  could  not  find  the  name  Haworth.     It  is  possible  that  one  man  could 
get  several  items  from  one  rail  and  distribute  them.    Since  Lincoln 
had  originally  cut  the  lumber,  a  person  could  stretch  the  truth  and  put 
a  band  on  the  cane  saying  that  it  came  from  Abraham  Lincoln. 

While  his  story  maybe  true,  it  will  not  be  easy  to  prove  since  we  cannot 
even  find  him  in  the  Illinois  census. 


Sincerely , 

Wayn£  C.  Temple,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.A. 

State  Records  Archivist 
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June  18,  1974 


Mr.  Bert  Sheldon 
Apartment  302 
3315  Wisconsin  Ave.,  N.W. 
Washington,  D.  C.  20016 

Dear  Mr.  Sheldon: 

Thank  you  for  the  story  of  the  Haworth  cane  and  for  allowing 
us  to  copy  Mr.  Templet  letter.    We  will  file  it  with  our  informa- 
tion on  canes.    I  return  the  original  letter  kerewith. 

Yours  truly, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 


MEN/jn 
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Cushion,  sewing  box  usually  stored  to  help  preservation  Last  update  Nov  16,  2009  @  06.01  am 


David  Spencer/The  State  Journal-Register  ■  Purchase  this  photo 

The  Lincoln  Home  National  Historic  Site  visitor  center  hosted  a  program  Sunday  afternoon 
November  15,  2009  in  which  rare  objects  from  the  site's  collection  came  out  for  viewing. 
Museum  technician  John  Popolis,  left,  gave  the  presentation  along  with  site  ranger  David 
Bell.  At  left,  a  carriage  seat  cushion  owned  by  Abraham  Lincoln  could  be  seen  up  close  by 
some  of  those  who  attended  the  presentation.  On  table  in  front  are  two  canes  made  from 
trees  planted  on  the  grounds  of  the  home.  The  cane  at  front,  from  apple  wood,  and  the  other, 
from  elm,  were  from  the  collection  of  the  Lincoln  home  caretaker  Osborne  H.  Oldroyd,  circa 
1887.  The  elm  tree  the  cane  comes  from  is  believed  to  have  been  planted  by  Lincoln  himself 
in  about  1850,  said  Popolis.  The  cushion,  now  conserved  and  preserved  in  an  acid-free 
storage  box,  was  used  by  Lincoln  in  Springfield  when  he  lived  in  the  home 
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